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small percentages of Black, Hispanic, and Native American high school seniors in 
the National Assessment of Educational Progress test samples had scores “typical” of 
students who are well prepared for college. Few students in these groups had scores 
indicating academic skills required for the most selective colleges or universities.

Persistent academic achievement gaps remain between Black, Hispanic, and 
Native American students and their White and Asian peers (refer to Figure 8.6 for 
differences in educational attainment). For example, among the 2013 college-bound 
students, White and Asian students had the highest average SAT critical reading 
score: 527 for Whites and 521 for Asians (College Board 2013). Lower critical read-
ing scores were reported for Black students (431), Mexican or Mexican American 
students (449), and other Hispanic or Latino students (450). The same pattern exists 
for SAT mathematics and writing scores.

By 2015, there will be large increases in the number of Latino and Asian American 
youth, a substantial growth in the number of African American students, and a slight 
drop in the number of White students. The challenges to our educational system 
will only increase if demographic predictions hold true. Current educational gaps 
among racial and ethnic categories have the potential to grow into larger sources of 
inequality and social conflict.

Ethnicity/race, along with poverty, defines major sources of disadvantage 
in educational outcomes (Maruyama 2003). For example, among Latino fami-
lies, poverty produces significant educational disadvantages: Parents may work 

Figure 8.6   �Differences in educational attainment (in percentages) by race and Hispanic 
origin for adults age 25 and older, 2013
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SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau 2014.


